
pISSN 2287-9714   eISSN 2287-9722
www.coloproctol.org

Annals of

Coloproctology

www.coloproctol.org 83

Aluminum Potassium Sulfate and Tannic Acid – A New 
Option for the Treatment of Grade 3 Hemorrhoids

Yong Hee Hwang 
Department of Surgery, Sahmyook Medical Center, Seoul, Korea

Editorial

Ann Coloproctol 2015;31(3):83-83
http://dx.doi.org/10.3393/ac.2015.31.3.83

Injection therapy has a long history of being used for the treat-
ment of hemorrhoids. However, the previous results on injec-
tion therapy for its complication rates and severity were not 
promising [1]. In this respect, aluminum potassium sulfate and 
tannic acid (ALTA) therapy could be a new promising option 
for the treatment of internal hemorrhoids [2]. However, some 
complications have been reported for ALTA therapy [3]. Thus, 
the learning of a precise surgical procedure and careful selec-
tion of the patients are vital. In addition, over-dosage and injec-
tion at an inappropriate location or depth frequently lead to se-
rious complications. Application of ALTA therapy for the treat-
ment of internal hemorrhoids may be a good choice, but still its 
efficacy for the treatment of external hemorrhoids and skin 
tags is limited. Thus, the surgeon should consider combined 
therapy (a hemorrhoidectomy and ALTA therapy) for the treat-
ment of mixed hemorrhoids. Even though ALTA therapy has 

better treatment results than PAO therapy, well-controlled sur-
gery and patient selection are still needed. 
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